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RSS Site management plan for 2022   
 
 
The allotment site is located between Pretoria Road  and Jubilee Avenue and is bounded 
by  Gays sports field (owned by LBH) and Crown farm land to the west  and north and 
residential properties to the east and south. All of the cultivatable land on the site is 
located within the Metropolitan Green Belt. 
 
The area of the site within the gates is approximately 5.34 hectares (just over 13 acres). 
 
While the site is generally flat with no significant inclines there are some banks in and 
around the site some of which are old field boundaries and hedges.  There are also a 
number of mature trees (mostly oaks) around the edge of the site which are remnants of 
historic field boundaries.  
 
In this document the site has been divided into 8 blocks for reference, they are shown 
outlined in red on the attached plan. 
 
 
Block 1 is at the NW corner of the site.  
 
The southern and eastern edges of the block are old field hedge lines characterised by over-
mature hawthorn trees, most of which are now too old to lay. The hedge which runs N-S along 
the eastern side of Block 1 (known as The Long Hedge) was reduced heavily in 20m sections 
approximately 10 years ago and new hedging plants (i.e. field maple, blackthorn, hawthorn, 
dog rose, spindle etc) were put into the sections to improve diversity.  The hedge has been 
heavily trimmed in recent years and so no work is proposed for 2022 other than to cut out 
encroaching brambles.  Within the extreme NW corner of the block stands a group of semi 
mature hawthorn trees  which were retained when the area was being last cleared as shelter 
for an additional site for beehives. 
 
Block 2 forms the NE section of the site. Its NE corner and eastern side is bounded by the 
residential properties in Oak Street and Pretoria Road. The block’s southern edge is the 
track way. The northern side abut the wooded area to the north from which numerous 
trees spread into our site by suckering growth.  
 
Block 3 abuts the complete length of  Gays sports field. It is bounded on the south by 
residential properties in Jubilee Avenue and on the east and north  by the track way. The 
track way runs N-S  along its eastern edge.   
 
Block 4 is bounded on the west by the track way, to the south by Block 8 and in part  to 
the east by the skip yard. Within it  a small area has been designated as a memorial 
garden and managed as wildlife meadow / habitat surrounded for the most part by a ‘dead 
hedge’ and containing habitat piles, a large bug hotel and a small pond.  Wild primroses 
and fritillaries have been naturalised within the grass.  The small fruit trees within the area 
all have been managed actively for the last 5 years.  Numerous bird nest boxes have been 
placed in the area.  
 
An all weather  hard surface area with raised beds of varying heights for rent is located 
close to the Pretoria Road entrance.  All the raised beds are timber framed and least one 
(the easternmost) is in need of extensive repair due to decay.  
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A large open grassed area is retained within Block 4 (adjacent to the N-S track way) for 
events. Mowing is carried out throughout the growing season by neighbouring plot holders 
and the site supervisor. 
 
The crowns of both the large oak tree standing at the end of the rear garden of 63 Pretoria 
Road and its neighbour  partly overhang our site. Both trees are protected by the Havering 
Tree Preservation Order  27/88 which prevents any works being carried out to them  
without the consent of the Council other than to remove dead or dangerous timber. 
 
Of the tree closest to the gates, one lower limb growing towards the west is becoming over 
extended and should be shortened or removed as should the dead wood in the crown of 
the tree overhanging the entrance gates and roadway. It would also be prudent to apply for 
consent to cut back two low branches growing away from the gates towards Pretoria 
Road. 
 
A large eucalyptus tree stands adjacent to the southern side of Car Park 2, the crown of 
the tree causes shading to the plot to the east of the car park. Havering Council have  
been asked, in accordance with the lease, to arrange for a significant crown reduction of 
the tree. 
 
Block  5 .  This is the roadway (and its verges) into the site from Pretoria Road.  
 
Block 6 is the small area of trees to the south of the Pretoria Road entrance gates to the 
rear of 49 – 53 Pretoria Avenue   The trees has been thinned out over the last ten years 
and the resulting stumps have been left to coppice; these need to be allowed to grow on 
without any further reduction for at least the next 5 years. Subject to successful regrowth 
they may need selective thinning thereafter.   A small number of shuttlecock ferns have 
recently been established in the area along with clumps of wood anemones relocated from 
other plots on site.  A number of nest boxes have been installed which are well used.   
 
Most of the ground within the block is covered by common ivy and brambles extend along 
the NE boundary with 51 and 53 Pretoria Road. The brambles need to be cut back closer 
to the boundary every year or so to prevent their spread across the whole block. The trees 
and emergent flora would benefit from having a large amount of the ground covering ivy 
pulled up and removed  annually.  It should be noted that at least two oak trees within the 
block have been found to suffer from Oak Processionary Moth infestations in recent years 
and have been monitored by the Forestry Commission and sprayed as a control measure 
at no cost to the Society. 
 
Block 7 is a triangular area to the SE corner of the site. At least one residential back 
garden was extended unlawfully into the site and, following representation,  the Society is 
no longer charged rent for this area.  The block contains all the bee hives currently on site 
and also has a small pond.   
 
The area contains a large number of hazel trees which have been coppiced by thinning 
every year since 2010; the area being found to be  too shaded for conventional rotational 
coppicing. A small stand of hornbeams was planted approximately 10 years ago behind 
the hazels.  Brambles proliferate within the block and need to be grubbed out periodically.  
 
Block 8 is the southernmost set of plots on the site bounded by the track way towards to 
Jubilee Avenue and a track across the plots running E-W towards the skip yard. The 
southern boundary of the site is a wide verge with a large number of mature hawthorn 
trees forming a substantial hedge.  These trees have been heavily reduced in size over the 
last 10 years and should be maintained at approximately level with the tops of rear fences  
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of the houses in Jubilee Avenue so as to not overshadow the back gardens. This work was 
previously carried out by the Council but has become the Society’s responsibility in recent 
years. 
 
Block 9 is the roadway and its verges into the site from Jubilee Avenue. The verge that 
abuts the western boundary with 40 Jubilee Avenue has many brambles which have been 
the subject of numerous complaints by the neighbour; the brambles therefore need to be 
cut back kept off the boundary fence during the growing season or else removed so as to 
prevent further nuisance.  

 
 
Proposed practical works for 2022  
 
(A) Block 1 - Crown lift,  thin and face back young oaks and hawthorns in NW corner of 
site and cut  back encroaching wild cherries etc. towards the northern boundary to 
facilitate establishment of new plots. 
 
(B) Block 4 – clean out overgrown pond and plant spring bulbs in the Memorial Garden / 
Wildlife area.  Repair one raised bed.  
 
(C) Block 6  - Cut back brambles and grub up ground cover ivy    
 
(D) Block 7  - cut back and remove brambles. Selective thinning of the hazels and crown 
lifting of hornbeams in Block 7 to be carried out by Bob Roper and Peter Hodges only.  
 
(E) Blocks 8 & 9 infill hollows in track way with MOT Type 1 ballast if Council fail to do so. 
 
(F) Block 9  - Remove brambles along the verge of the track to the Jubilee Avenue gates 
alongside the rear of 40 Jubilee Avenue.  
 
(G) Apply for TPO consent for the removal of three low growing side branches from the 
crown of the Oak tree overhanging the Pretoria Road gates and removal of dead timber. If 
granted, the management committee to obtain quotes for the work from three local tree 
surgeons and invite the tree’s owner to contribute to our subsequent costs.  
 
Tasks to be carried out by: 
 
(A)  Peter Hodges and Bob Roper 
 
(B)  working parties  organised by Ann and Harry Pain. 
 
(C), (E) and (F) by volunteer working parties under the supervision of Peter Hodges or Bob 
Roper or by them in person.  
 
(G) Bob Roper to progress with LBH on behalf of the Management Committee. 
 
 
All routine hedge and woodland operations to be carried out by Bob Roper or Peter 
Hodges throughout the year or by volunteers under their direction with due observance of 
the restrictions imposed by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. For the purposes of this 
document the bird nesting season is accepted as being between 1st March and 31st August 
each year. 
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